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See Otivia DE HavIL 


STAR OF THE MONTH [Eka o nec Mwave 
PLAYWRIGHTS 


TCM 


ON SCREEN raat or ciassie [MOVIES. 


FYR.O M ROBERT OSBORNE 


T cemtthink ofa better person to have 

on one’s side in good times or bad 
we're honoring on TO0Mas our May Sar of the Month. I’ve had the pleasure of knowing this remarkable lady for more 
than 20 years and long agp carre to the realization there's no one to match her She's every hit the wise, fair lady one 
always suspected was joresent behind the eyes of Melanie Hamilton, Maid Marian and those classy women she often 
Played in films. But the offscreen Clivia also possesses many qualities you may or may not suspect Like abundant 
humor anda grand sense of memiment. Also the courage of a test pilot and the detenmination of a marine when the need. 
arises. Acase in point is the time she took her Wamer Bros. bosses to court in 1943, all because she felt the Brothers 
Weren't playing fair Bverytine those bosses would assign her a lane script which was often, she'd tum it down, where- 
upon she'd be taken off salary and jpout on suspension, with extra time then added to the end of What was supposed to be 
asever-year contract. At that rate, she might have been a Vamer employee till dooms- 
day But then a Gilifomia law cane to her attention which decreed “no enploy 
ex shall hold an enployee to a contract longer than seven years.” She took that 
to meen calendar years, not accumulated work tims, and took the maiter to 
court, Which could have been the end of her film career (The unwritten 
rule in Hblbwood was: never incur the anger of the studio bosses 
because, win or lose, yourll lose.) Her action kept her off the screen for 
three years and it cost her a pile of money in legal fees, but she won the 
cese, a ruling nowon the books as “The de Havilland Decision.” (As 
Bette Danis later conamented, “Byery actor in the business owes a debt 
of gratitude to Clivia de Havilland for taking us out of bondage.””) After 
that, Clivia got the kind of acting challenges she wanted, won a roon+ 
full of awards induding two Oscars® and had he kind of career that’s 
only possible when one has talent — and courage. Today Ciivia lives in 
Panis, the city she's made her hore since 1955. She's 81, in robust 
heelth and still possesses the remarkable wanxth, good looks 
have ever been shown in one festival before. And nobody 
deserves a career celebration more. 
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DIRECTOR OF THE MONTH 


George Cukor 23 Movies; May 25-29 
TOMsalutes one of the world’s most Gifted finimeakers with this five-day tibute to 
Goree Gikor (1899-1983), a director of uncommon delicacy and skill who guided 
Tnuimerous femele stars through some of their finest perfonmances. Bom in NewYork 
Qty Gikor first eamed his reputation as a “woman's director” on Broadway through. 
his handling of such theater greats as Hheal Barrymore, Jeanne Fagds and Taurette 
Hepbum, Joan Ganford and Audrey Hepoum. TCMS trilbute offérs a chronological 
look a Gikor's cares; rangng from What Price FbllywoodP (1922), saning 
@onstance Bennett, to Travels With IM Aunt (1972), staring Cscar® -noninated 
Mégge Snith Himedf an Academy Anard® winnes Guikor repeatedhy guided actors 
and, especially actresses to Cacar® wins and noninations. Among the honored per 
fooomanoss in our festival are nominees Noama Shearer and Basil Rathbone in Romso 
and Juliet (196) ; noninse Geta Garbo in Camille (1987); winner James Genact 
and nominees Ketharine Hepbum and Ruth Hsey in The Piiladaphia Sory 
(1940) ; wooner Ingdd Bergman and nominees Charles Boyer and Angela Lansburyin. 
Gesiight (1944) and nominee Deborah Kerr in Eward, M7 Son (1949) . 


STAR OF THE MONTH 


Olivia de Havilland 25 Movies; Saturdays 

Ttis sometimes forgotten that Clivia de Haxilland, winner of two Academy Anards® and. 
one of Hblhywood's most distinguished dramatic actresses, spent the first decade ofhher 
career as an ingenue and romantic heroine of aclventure films at Wamer Bros. Bom 
in 1916 in Tokyo, de Hanilland is the older sister of Joan Fontaine. She made her fim. 
debut in A Mdsummer Nght’s Dream (1985) as Henvia a role she had played 
onstage for the films director Max Reinhardt De Hanilland's doe-eyed beauby and 
dainby manner made her a perfect leadinglady for virile, dashing Exrol Hynn, hermost 
frequent co-star "TOMS tribute showcases de Héwilland in more than a dozen of her 
Waémer Bros. roles, inchudingseven in which she acted opposite Hynn.— amongthem 
Captain Hood (1985), The Adventures of Robin Fbod (1988) and The Private 
Lives of Hizabeth and Essex (1989), also starring Bette Denis as Queen Hizabeth I. 
Also included are examples of de Haxillanc’s work as a mature, fredance actress in 
such films as Not as a Granger (1955) and The Light in the Mazza (1962). 
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Alfalfa’s Double (1940) and Si About Hash (1940) 
Too “Our Gangs” short subjects May 3, 6, 17, 18, and 31 
‘This month Féstival of Shorts spotlights the bdoved “Cur Gang” a mischievous band of youngsters who firolicdked their 
‘way through a long-running series begining in the days of silent films and continuing through 1944. ‘This festival is con: 
prised of tno one-redl comedies fromthe Gangs days at MEM Alfalfa’s Double and All About Hash (both 1940) . Featured. 
in both cess are Ga “Alfalfa” Switzer George “Spanky” MeFariand and Mckey Gubitosi (later known as Robert Hake) . 


THREE DAYS AT THE RACES 


TCM ’s at the Track 


Horse rdated novies fil TOMS programming during the 24 hours leadingup to the 
countrys most cddorated horse race, the Kentucky Derby at Churchill Downs in 
Iouisville, Kz, on May 2. Paine-time highlights on May 1 include two Cassics of the 
thundening-hooves genre: National Vélvet (1944), staring Hizabeth Tayior and. 
Mdkey Rooney; and The Hack Sallion (1980), staniing Rooney and kelly Reno. 


Speedway Sunday 


TOMS fasttrads, begmmingwith The Grond Poars (1922), with James Gagneyin the 
river's seat, and continuing with Gark Gable and Barbara Sanvydk in To Heasea 
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THEME OF THE MONTH 


Playwrights on Screen 23 Mowes; May 11-15 
TOModebrates the work of some of the world’s greatest playwrights in this fxe-day 
festival of films adapted fromstace plays. The sdection ranges fromone of the early 
alliances of stage and screen, Private Lives (1981), written by England's mester of 
‘wit and sophistication, Noel Goward; to Biloxi Hues (1988), the movie version of 
an autobiographical play by American comic genius Nail Smon. Three of Arerica’s 
most influential dramatists are represented by Bugene ONaill’s Ah, Wildemess 
(1985); Lillian Helliman’s Watch on the Rhine (1943) and The Children’s Hour 
(1961); and Témessce Wiliams’ Sweet Bird of Youth (1962) and ‘The Nght of 
the Iguana (1964). Lending an intemational air are films based on works by the 
Qveat Trish dramatist Gsorge Bemard Shaw with The Doctor's Dilemma (1958), 
and The Devil's Disciple, (1959), Wash playwright Batyn Wiliams Nght Mist 
Fall (1987) and Homgarys Ferenc Molnar's The Swan (1956). 


14 Movies; May 1-2 


7 Movies; May 24 


Lady (1950), Hvis Predey in Speedway (1968) and James Gamer and Ba Marie Kalyan in TH BAK SATIGN( 1980). 


Saint in Grand Pix (1966). 


Acthur OGonndl and James Sewart 
in Ayvow GFA MRR (1959). 
May20, 10:00pn{ED . 


My 1, 10.00pn(E0. 


24 HOUR BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE 


J arres Stewart 11 Movies; May 20 
Known affectionately as “Jina” to his legions of fans, James Gewart (1908- 
1997) incorporated so many wonderfull qualities that even Harry Truman once 
said, “Tf Bess and I hada son, we'd want him to be just like Jinmy Senart.” 
Pennsyivania-bom Seuart’s boyish good looks, lanky frame and endearing drawt 
were never better displayed than in The Shop Around the Gomer (1940), in 
which he plays a shop assistant who doesn’t realize his lonelyhearts pen pal is co- 
worker Margaret Sullavan. ‘That same year saw Stewart's Oscar®-winning role in 
‘The Philadelphia Story, as the reporter who loses heiress Katharine Hapibum to 
Qay Gant. Later Sewart would prove himsdf an actor of grit and maturity in 
such films as The Naked Sour (1953) and Anatomy of a Marder (1959). 
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A WORLD PREMIERE TRIBUTE 


LOUISE BROOKS: LOOKING FOR LULU 
A TCM Original Production May 5, 8pn{eEr) 
Followed by a 3 nove tribute 


Ce of the film world's most colorful and unusual careers is high- 
lighted in the world jaremiere of Louise Brooks: Looking for Lulu, a 
Kansas-bom actress who becane an intemational star before fading 
into obscurity In her all-too-brief days of Gory Brooks (1906-1985) 
symbolized the Jazz Age and. defined the look of the 1920s flapper 
Heroely independent outspoken and openly contemptuous of the 
considered reckless. And yet she would be described (by the French. 
critic Ado Kyrou) as “the only woman who had the ability to transfig- 
ure no matter what film into a 
indudes the premiere of the 


newly restored version of The 
Above: Louise Brooks and to the Show- CF (1926), an early 
ences a Brooks comedy This and other 
Pwoorss Bx (1929). Silents established her image as 
Miy5, 9:00an (Et). asaucy vanp with huge brown. 

eyes and a trademark haircut 
Belo sUisselis) solskeo sein known as the “Brooks bob” 
God's Gift to Wamen (1981). : 
May5, 1:30ameEn. Late in the 1920s Brooks aston- 


studio, Paramount and head- 
ing for G@nreny to film 
Pandora’s Box (1929) for 
“ennese director G ‘W Pabst. Her perfonmance as Lulu, described as 
the toast of Furope. By the time she retumed to America in the early 
1960s, however she had become persona non grata in Hblkywood. 
and was relegated to supporting roles in such films as God's Gift to 
Women (1981), staring Frank Fay In the nid-1950s, after Brooks 
had been all but forgotten by the film:goingjpublic, the rediscovery of 
Pandore’s Box and other Brooks films led to her “resurrection” asa 
ault favorite. In the mid-1970s she wrote a sparkling and successful 
book, Lulu in Hollywood, in which she reminisced about her life and. 
other screen personalities. 
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THE BLACK STALLION (1989 
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Bw TrAcsn S™(1972). 
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FESTIVALS a 4891cS 
‘Wamer Bros., one of Hollywood's most enduring and innovative studios, presents a hig 
screen filmfestival showcasing some of it's most memorable films through the decades, 
induding The Jazz Singer (1953), Casablanca (1942), and ASreetcar Named Desire 
(1961). Watch for this event happening early saring through summer 1998. 
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‘The odebrated American director John Ford, who was the son of Irish inamigrants and whose 
Teal name was Sean O Feeney had long wanted to make a movie about the stomny life of Tish 
Playwright Sean O Gasey Near the end of a filmcareer that spanned roughly half a century Ford 
finally got his chance with Young Cassidy (1964), devaloped from O Gaseys autobiographical | 
writings. After being timed down by Sean Gonnery, Ford cast Rod Taylor in the title role ( curi- CLASSIC 
ously never identified in the fiimas being OGssey), with a stellar supporting cast headed by 
Maggie Sith, Edith Kans, Hora Robson, Mchael Redgrave and a-young Julie Christie. When. 
Ford arrived with his company to begin shooting in Ireland, he was 68 years old, frail and 
almost Hind. He fell ill early in filming and had to tum the reins Over to fonmer cinematogra- 
pher Jack GardifE who retains sole directing credit onscreen. 
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‘was requested by Donna Tynne, a subscriber of TC in San Hrancisoo. Tne in May4, 1:45 amen. 
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